
Hello , Cla ss 5. Her e ’s some SCIENCE . 

What have we found  out so far ? 

F or  the la st few weeks in Science we have sor ted  liv ing things into gr oup s. We sor ted  anima ls 

(v er tebr a tes and  inver tebr a tes) and  p lants (tr ees, in par ticular ) by look ing a t wha t made 

them d iffer ent fr om each other . 

F r om her e on, we will b e  in a  d iffer ent top ic – about T HE HUMAN BODY – but we should  

sta r t with wha t we lear nt fr om the p r ev ious one . 

Humans ar e  ANIMALS. 

Do humans have backbones? Yes. Any anima l with a  backbone is ca lled  a  VERT EBRAT E . 

Ar e humans warm-b looded? T he wor d  “warm” is a  b it vague but our  b lood  does have  a  

steady temper a tur e whether  we ar e  in a  cold  p la ce or  a  warm p la ce . Our  bodies keep  it  a t 

tha t tempera tur e , so yes, we a r e  warm-b looded . 

Do humans lay eggs? Pause for  a  moment to imagine tha t… T ha t’s not a  nice  thing to 

imagine , is it? No, of cour se  we don’t  lay eggs. 

Do we have sca les… or  fea ther s… or  hair ? We have ha ir . Just a t the moment , it’s d ifficult to 

get a  ha ir cut , so most of us have quite  a  lot of ha ir . 

All this means we a r e  MAMMALS. 

And  so a r e  dogs, ca ts, guinea  p igs and  sheep . Strangely enough so a r e  wha les, dolphins and  

the p ink  fa ir y a rmadillo (and  tha t is a  r ea l anima l!). 

So we ar e  mammals. What does tha t te ll us? 

Mammals have a  se t of body systems tha t a ll wor k  a t the same time to keep  us wor k ing 

smoothly and  sa fe ly whether  we ar e  awake or  asleep . In a  g ir a ffe , these  systems a r e  enormous; 

in a  mouse , they a r e  t iny – but the se t of systems is the same 

T here a r e  … wait for  it… T WELVE of these  body system s! 

T he good  news is tha t we don’t have to lea rn about a ll twelv e just now . Sev en or  eight of 

them will do . (Still sounds a  lot though, doesn’t  it?) 

But if you a r e  fee ling clev er , look  up  the missing ones to find  out wha t they do . 

T wo of the body systems tha t a r e  most VIT AL  (this is a  c lev er  wor d  b ecause though it  usua lly 

just means ‘impor tant’, ‘v ita l’ a ctua lly means ‘in or d er  to stay a liv e ’) ar e  the  

RESPIRAT ORY SYST EM and  the CIRCULAT ORY SYST EM. 

I have never  come up  with a  way of tea ching anyone about one of these  two without tea ching 

about the other  a t the same time , b ecause T HEY WORK T OGET HER ALL  T HE T IME . 

RESPIRAT ION is wha t your  body does by using the Resp ir a tor y System and  the Cir cula tor y 

System together .  

T he question tha t gets us going is… 

WHY do we BREAT HE? 

…and , no , you a r en’t  a llowed  to answer , “Because we’ll d ie  if we don’t” .  

Perhap s I should  have a sked  “What is BREAT H for ?”  


